ever acquiesced, particularly if the present attempt to settle the matter on
independent lines had broken down. The British Government had no
alternative but to adhere to the perpetual assignment already provided for
by the treaties ".

" His Highness then said that as he understood there was no chance
of Berar being restored to him if the present arrangements were refused,
he had no hesitation in accepting the proposed lease in perpetuity as being
greatly to the interests of the State.

He had only so far refused it, because he had not realised that there
was any probability of Berar being restored to him in the future/'

THE NIZAM'S NOTES.

Before proceeding to criticize Lord Curzon' s notes we should give
the notes of the interview as recorded by Mir Sir Mahboob Ali Khan.
Thie reader will thus be able to follow very closely whatever criticisms we
are able to put forward.

We take the record ot the notes as reproduced by His Exalted
Highness the Nizam Mir Sir Qsman Ali Khan Bahadur in his letter to Lord
Reading.

"The Viceroy" runs the note "told me twice and thrice (repeatedly)
that Berar could never be restored. His Excellency said *'I do not wish to
keep Your Highness in any false hope. I say it very plainly that this alone
will be the policy of not only myself but every Viceroy who will come after
me: and the policy of the Government in England will be the same viz: that
Berar should not be restored at any time. From the Viceroy's talk
it appears that, as there was no application for the return of Berar during
(the last) 25 years, it was impossible (for us) to get it back, and that we
should not entertain any hope whatever of its restoration. His Excellency
explained that no benefit would accrue to me if the present state of affairs
continued. It was unwise to maintain the present conditions when it was
impossible to regain Berar. It would be better to lease out and take money
(rent) year after year."

"However, I tried as much as I could to insist (on the restoration),
but the tenor of the Viceroy's answers convinced me that they would
never give us Berar. It was in consequence of the mistakes made in the
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